Kansas

You've defined 

> comprehensive exams =  examinations across the core areas of psychology, 

AND

> preliminary exams =  examinations across the speciality of counseling

> >psychology (which would also include statistics and research methods).

> 

> >

> 

Doug, this is NOT a distinction we make.  Our format is 2 full days of

exams--consisting of 4 parts, each consisting of 3 essay questions.  The

four part are (1) counseling and psychological theory, (2) research (design,

methodology, statistics), (3) professional issues (ethics, legal and

professional issues re counseling psych), and (4) specialty area (defined by

the student).  Within this final area, there is one theory question, one

research/design/methdology question, and one professional issues or practice

question.

> >What concerns do you have about comprehensive exams in psychology that

> you

> >would like the group to address?

> >

> >What concerns do you have about preliminary exams in counseling

> psychology

> >that you would like the group to address?

> 

We try to integrate the more general core psychology into the

questions...but the fact of the matter is that the questions we proffer are

such that students are able to borrow from (ie integrate) info from their

entire program...include the "psych core."  The result is that the psych

core is not directly tested...it is "applied" within students' responses to

questions of psychopathology, bio-bases of psychopathology, interventions

(e.g., learning theory, social psych, cognitive psych), clinical judgment

(cognitive heuristics, etc.), social psych (influence, attitude change,

group behavior, etc.)--but students USE the info, rather than being tested

specifically on these core area.  (And it is possible for students to craft

responses to their questions that take a tact such that they don't use much

of this info.)

> >

> >Do you require written comprehensive examinations in psychology(or

> >alternative project) in your program?  If yes, specify the following

> >information:

> 

see above.  The responses below relate to our "comprehensive exam" sequence

(as described above)

> >

> >1.  length, and setting of the exam.


2 days (8 hrs. each day)


students are assigned to individual offices and use computers for

answering their questions.

> >2.  when the exam is typically completed by students


by policy, students take their exam after they have completed all

program courses work (although they can have one course psych core couse OR

one counseling core course yet to complete).  They can have no "incompletes"

on their transcript.  They must have completed ALL the program's research

requirements (stat., measurement, design); they must have completed (or be

concurrently enrolled in at the time of the exam) the coursework for the

School of Educ. core (a course in history OR philos of educ., and a course

in curriculum OR instruction)

> >3.  content areas typically covered in the exam.


see above for content areas

> >4.  whether reading lists are provided to students and, if yes, who

> >provides the list.


readings are suggested and we have a list of readings that we (as a

program faculty) have provided to students.  it is a VERY generic list

(often listings of journal articles--or issues of TCP, or the various

"handbooks of..."

> >5.  grading system and who grades the exam


ultimately, it's pass/fail although we have a procedure for grading

individual questions (which is also ultimately pass/fail) and a system for

deciding whether a "section" of the exam is passed.  A student must pass ALL

sections to pass the exam.  Students must retake only those sections that

they fail.  They have 3 tries to pass the exam sequence (which includes

attemps at the oral)

> >6.  proportion who fail


failing in rare...maybe one student every 2 years fails a section of

the exam and must retake it.

> >7.  consequences of failing


retake failed portions.  remediation is recommended...but sometimes

students fail because of the WAY they answered the question (or failed to

address parts of a question) rather than because of "wrong" information.  If

a student fails 3 times, the student is dismissed from the program.

> >

> >

> >Do you require oral comprehensive examinations in your program?  If yes,

> >specify the following information if it is different from the written

> exam:


Yes

> >

> >1.  length, and setting of the exam.


1.5 hrs...exam before 5 graduate faculty, at least 3 from the couns

psych program and one MUST be  from outside of the department

> >2.  when the exam is typically completed by students


must be taken after passing the written portion of the comp exam

sequence but within the same semester

> >3.  content areas typically covered in the exam.


theory, research, practice/prof. issues

> >4.  whether reading lists are provided to students and, if yes, who

> >provides the list.


no

> >5.  grading system and who grades the exam


pass/fail --by majority of exam commmittee

> >6.  proportion who fail


rare occurrence

> >7.  consequences of failing


counts as one of the 3 chances to complete the exam sequence.  If

student fails the oral, the exam cannot be retaken for another 90 days.

> >

> >Do you require written preliminary examinations in counseling psychology

> >(or alternative project) in your program?  If yes, specify the following

> >information:

> of failing

> >

> >Regarding the comprehensive exam in counseling psychology, see above.

> Our couns. psych and psych exam are "integrated" (or at least that is our

> attempt).  We consider the "psych core" to be foundational to counseling

> psychology, and we do not attempt to disaggregate the two areas during our

> "comprehensive exam sequence."

> 

Hope this helps.   Good seeing you in Tucson..

jim
